The difficult breast.
Mammography is used to screen the population for breast cancer but often is inconclusive. There are several developing techniques to further assess the breast before biopsy that may decrease the number of benign biopsies. These include ultrasound, nuclear medicine, and MR imaging. When a biopsy is deemed necessary, there are several methods used to obtain tissue that are less invasive and less costly than open biopsy. This evolving area of breast evaluation is now filled with great expectation and uncertain future.